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Come join us to celebrate our new location at  
325 N. 5th St.  

The dedication and open house will take place Tuesday, May 10th 



The change of seasons is one of my favorite times in the cycle. One season vanishes 

as the evidence of a new season begins to emerge.  This is where we are at Family Prom-

ise. A new season of growth is upon us. We started out, over five years ago as an idea 

from a handful of volunteers, concerned about the growing need to shelter and shepherd 

families who have lost their housing. To date we have assisted 60 families to find safe 

and affordable housing and have also branched out to administer rental assistance to  

families.  Our newest program will provide mediation for teens who are at risk or who 

have lost their housing. 
 

This new season will also bare the fruit of moving our operations into our new 

home at 325 North 5th Street in Reading. The building was generously donated by Dia-

kon. A handful of generous supporters gave funds to make necessary renovations. We an-

ticipate moving in by next month. Family Promise is growing to meet the needs of the 

homeless or at risk population in Berks County.  There is still opportunity to volunteer 

for painting and cleaning of the new building as well as assisting in the move of op-

erations. If you or a group is interested in helping, please contact the office at 

610.373.3323  for details. 
 

We face challenges this year such as imminent Federal budget cuts to housing pro-

grams. This act will not only reduce the money available to assist families in a difficult 

economy but will also potentially displace workers who have administered these pro-

grams in the community. The most vulnerable of our society could be displaced. Our 

neighbors could lose their livelihood making the need for Family Promise services even 

greater.  Your prayers and financial gifts are needed now more than ever!  We could not 

provide excellent services without the efforts of the many congregations and volunteers 

who give of their time, talent and finances to make it happen. From the staff and families 

who have been or will be assisted a heartfelt ñthank youò! 
 

Reminder to save the date for the Taste of Hope / Night of Promise event to be held 

at the VF Outlet Designer building on Monday, September 19th from 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Please join us at our red carpet evening.  If you have not done so, check out our website 

at www.familypromiseofberks.com.  

 

From Executive Director Gwen Didden 



Remaining Godôs Humble Servants 
 

 As we near our move in date to our new home at 325 North 5th Street in Reading 

we are all reminded that our purpose remains constant to serve God and the Families he 

brings before us.  Our new home will not change who we are and what we do.  It will 

only hold Family Promise to a higher standard because for those that much is given, 

much is expected. 
 

 This spring will mark five years since Family Promise of Berks County was 

birthed from the desire ð placed upon the hearts of a few ð to serve families in need. 

This infant organization was feed and nurtured by many mature organizations and indi-

viduals whom were burdened with the desire to help. God has blessed Family Promise 

with a wonderful and energetic staff and volunteers and now a new home. It would be 

far too easy for us, as individuals, to take a worldly view that we have done something 

worthy of note or praise.  However, now more than ever we need to remain humble in 

knowing that all good comes from God. Our mission remains to serve his children by 

using the resources that he has provided. 
 

 The new facility will provide a home for Family Promise to meet the continual 

need for the services we have been charged with providing. As mentioned in our last 

newsletter, the new facility was generously gifted to Family Promise by Diakon. God 

has also provided additional funding that was required to make initial renovations that 

are required to allow us to gain occupancy of the premises. However, we are still in 

need of additional financial support to make further improvements that will allow us to 

even more fully utilize the premises in fulfilling the mission. In addition, as a Faith-

Based Charitable organization, we rely on the generosity of each of you to provide 

much of the day to day funding needs to provide the services required. 
 

May your day be Blessed! 

 

 

From Board President Charles Chubb 



VF Outlet Designer Building 

5:00 p.m. 
      To 
      8:00 p.m. 
        @ 



Photos from previous Taste of Hope, Night of Promise events. 


